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BATH-BRUNSWICK LABOR MARKET AREA 
Loca I I abor market conditions in the Bath-Brunswick Labor Market Area took a temporary 
tailspin in July. Between June and July resident employment increased from 23,970 to 
24,060, while unemployment rose from 1,660 to 2,010. This combination resulted in the 
unemployment rate rising from 6.5 percent to 7.7 percent. Meanwhile, the state's 
unemployment rate increased from 8.6 percent in June to 10.0 percent in July, while the 
national rate dropped from 10.2 percent to 9.4 percent. Locally, seasonal layoffs in July 
occurred in apparel and other finished products, leather and leather products, and the 
local school system. On the other hand, employment increases were reported in food and 
kindred products, contract construction, wholesale and retail trade, and services. Last 
year at this time, 1,640 local residents were unemployed and the unemployment rate was 
6.6 percent. 
BIDDEFORD-SANFORD LABOR MARKET AREA 
The unemployment rate in the Biddeford-Sanford Labor Market Area rose sharply to 12.6 
percent in July from 9.1 percent in June. The major reason for this increase was the 
seasonal shutdown of several area factories, primarily in the textile and apparel 
industries. These shutdowns were a significant cause in the number of unemployed 
persons, rising from 3, 100 in June to 4,400 in July. In the nonamnufacturing sector, 
seasonal increases were recorded in wholesale and retail trade and construction , while 
local government employment fel I somewhat with the closing of local schools. The local 
unemployment rate of 12.6 percent in July was higher than both the state and nation, 
which registered rate of 10.0 percent and 9.4 percent, respectively. Last year at this 
time, the local unemployment rate was 12.7 percent. 
LEWISTON-AUBURN STANDARD METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
After four consecutive months of improvement, economic conditions in the Lewiston-Auburn 
SMSA suffered a temporary setback during Ju I y as many area manufacturing plants shut 
down for annual vacations. Overal I l ocal nonfarm wage and salary employment declined 
by 1,900 jobs between June and July. Almost all of these job losses were attributed to 
temporary shutdowns in the manufacturing sector. Employment in leather and l eather 
products and textile mill products declined by 900 and 400 jobs, respectively , wh ile 
rubber and miscellaneous products and metals and machinery lost 300 and 200 j obs, 
respectively. Other durable goods experienced a gain of 100 jobs. In the nonmanufactur-
ing sector, seasonal job losses of 100 each were reported in transportation and pub lic 
utilities and government. Contract construction gained 100 jobs. Resident employment f e ll 
from 36,300 in June to 34,400 in July, while unemployment rose from 3,700 to 6,200 . Th i s 
resulted in the local unemployment rate jumping from 9.3 percent to 15.3 percen t . The 
corresponding state and national unemployment rates for July were 10.0 percent and 9.4 
percent, respectively. Last year at this time, the unemployment rate for the Lewis ton-
Auburn SMSA stood at 15.5 percent. 
PORTLAND STANDARD METROPOLITAN STATISTICAL AREA 
During July the unemployment rate rose to 6.8 percent from a June rate of 6.6 percent in 
the Portland SMSA. The statewide rate was 10.0 percent and the national unemployment 
rate was 9.4 percent. The SMSA rate represented 6,900 unemployed, an increase of 100 
from the previous month. Employment fell to 95,200 in July from 96,000 in June, chiefly 
due to temporary seasonal closings of local schools and some manufacturing plants. 
Nonfarm wage and salary employment from June to July fel I 900 to 97,400. Manufacturing 
employment dropped 400, as gains in paper and al I ied products were unable to offset 
seasonal losses in leather and leather products, metals and machinery, textiles, and 
apparel. A drop of 500 in nonmanufacturing employment was largely attributable to a 
decrease in local government employment, which declined as a result of the summer 
closings. Wholesale and retail trade rose once again, largely the result of the summer 
tourist season. This month's unemployment rate of 6.8 percent compares favorably to the 
7 .3 percent rate of a year ago. 
RUMFORD LABOR MARKET AREA 
The local unemployment rate in the Rumford Labor Market Area rose from 10.2 percent in 
June to 11.4 percent in July. Resident employment fel I from 18,300 to 18,230, as annual 
vacation shutdowns in leather and leather products, coupled with seasonal layoffs of 
non-teaching personnel in local schools, more than offset seasonal employment increases in 
contract construction and services. Total joblessness in the area rose from 2,080 in June 
to 2,340 in July. Last year at this time, 2,430 local residents were unemployed, and the 
unemployment rate was 11.8 percent. This July's unemployment rate exceeds the correspond-
ing state and national rates of 10.0 percent and 9.4 percent, respectively. 
WATERVILLE LABOR MARKET AREA 
The employment situation in the Waterville Labor Market Area improved slightly in July. 
Increased employment coupled with a small decline in the number unemployed resulted in 
an unemployment rate of 9.3 percent, 0.1 percentage points below the rate in June. This 
rate compares favorably with the state and national unemployment rates of 10.0 percent 
and 9.4 percent, respectively. In the local area, employment rose from 21, 190 in June to 
21,450 in July, while the number unemployed fell slightly from 2,200 to 2, 190. A year ago 
1,990 residents were unemployed, and the unemployment rate stood at 9.0 percent. 
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CIVILIAN LABOR FORCE BY MAINE LABOR MARKET AREA, NEW ENGLAND STATES, AND THE UNITED STATES 1 
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1 All estimates shown are not seasonally adjusted. Estimates for the State and sub·State areas have been benchmarked to the latest Current Population Survey estimates for the State. 
2 Preliminary estimates. 
3 Revised estimates. 
AUGUSTA LABOR MARKET AREA 
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Employment in the Augusta Labor Market Area followed historical trends and dec l ined '"in 
July . Due in large part to seasonal layoffs in leather and leather products and apparel, 
total resident employment fel I from 27, 790 in June to 27,420 in July. Seasonal gains in 
nonmanufacturi ng· were not enough to offset the losses in the manufacturing sector. At the 
same time, the number unemployed rose from 2,270 in June to 2,940 in July. The 
combination of rising unemployment and lowered employment resulted in a July unemp l oyment 
rate of 9.7 percent, well above the rate of 7.6 percent recorded in June. The July rate 
for the nation was 9.4 percent, slightly below the rate for the state of 10.0 percent. A 
year ago the local unemployment rate was 9.3 percent. At that time 26, 730 persons were 
employed and 2, 750 were jobless. 
BANGO~-BREWER LABOR MARKET 
An increase in the number of unemp I oyed helped boost the Bangor-Brewer Labor 
Area unemployment rate from 7.7 percent in June to 9.7 percent in July. 
unemployment rose from 3;500 to 4,500. Last year at this time 3, 700 residents 
unemployed, and the rate stood at 8.9 percent. Vacation shutdowns in the textile 
products and leather and leather products industries were primarily responsible for higher 
unemployment in July. Employment losses were also evidenced in local government, as 
schools closed for the summer. Resident employment edged downward by 200 to 41,800. 
Employment gains in food and kindred products; petroleum and coal products; and stone, 
clay, and glass products were offset by sharp losses in textile mi 11 products and leather 
and leather products. Al I major industry groups i_r., . the nonmanufacturing sector recorded 
increases in employment. 
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